nce it may

h nve Ciin-

taimed coffee

of tobacco,
candy or ralcum
powder. Perhaps it
became the kitch-
en catchall for the loose change and
other miscellany of a Victorian family.
Ar the rurmn of the century, the tin con-
tainer was a common household item
taken very much for graned. Bur, if it
was taken for granted 85 years ago, it's
nat any more; these days, collectors are
willing o pay thouwsands of dollars for
thiese relics.

The most collectible vins are deco-
rated with colorful, elaborare litho-
graphs and date from 1880 o 1930
Lithographs were used less and bess in
the early years of the Depression
because the proces wis expensive—
each color had to be etched on a sep-
arate limestone plate. As the coborful
tins became scarcer, their popularity

Hostalgic canisters
have long been
cherished for their
beauty and usefulness.
In fact, many of yes-
teryears tin packages
are now fetching
extraordinary prices
at auction. JusTins
brings back packaging
from the past.

Call for information.

ol T

613 Cheltenham Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19126
{215) 6357170

Telex: 4948119

Tins

PACKAGING
from
THE PAST

BY GAYLE TURIM

and valse prew, and voday thousands of
collectors seek them our. Most collect
modestly priced tins in the $5 o 350
range.

“We hear abourt a really topnotch rin
being found every two months or 0,
says Clark Secrest, founder of the Tin
Container  Collectors  Association
(TOCA). There are undiscovered rari-
pies tucked away in attics, basemenis
and garages—and flea markets are
often happy hunting grounds for col-
lectors. Antigque
dealers, though ot
likely to part with a
truly unique tin at a
hargain  price, may
P :._HI»:\.I soifces of
lIl'I’i'TII'Ia[I.‘U‘I'I :lh'l.“
locally produced
tins. The TOCA's

their spouses and children—uo travel
every two years to a Kanvention. This
year it will be held from June 28 w0 30
in Allentown, Pennsylvania.

Pam Coghlan, a Mew Jerey collec-
tof since 1974, Ba I!'g,'pi.{:ﬂ enthusinst—
and, like many, she has passed hier hob-
by on to someone else. She and her
hushand have set up an entire room of
her house to replicate a country store.
"lack and | have a little bit of every-
thing — tobacco tins,
peanut butter tins,
canly tins,” she sys.
“Ar brst he haved all
ANEIGues, Hl.'r'ulr.
though, there are
wimne tins thae I'd like
o sell, bur he won't
because he likes them
s l.'III.H.'EI.“

Favorite rins for many collectors are
those used for patent medicines. The
ones made prior o 1906 (when the
Pure Food and Drug Act was passed)
exemplify how ting can illustrate our

CMEnEry hul::rl,'. Mlech -
cime merchanms, who
were often either naive
of just unscrupualous,
claiming their products
would cure  anything
from “scrofulous sores™
O pReumonia to cane
cer, plastered such

monthly  illustraced
newslerwer, Tim Twpe, is one of the few
published sources of infonmation.

Cine of the rarest ting knoan held
Pegry O'Meil Cut Plug Tobaceo, a
brand name for a character in a popular
carly- 19008 song. Pegoy is delicarely
ﬂ:[m.'h:d HLE :lh:pllr:hl:u. fashioned
after Litele Bo Peep, and woday the tin
conld ferch £2, 500, Conditiom is of the
utmost importance. Flaws such as lange
Must Spots oF dishguring scratches great-
ll,: d-ccrrm:l fin's \':illu.l:. Pl inakERer |!1.|:m'
rare it 1. Be careful when eleaning your
ting becasme lithographed colom are
casily damaged. TOCA members usu-
ally use a very mild lotion wax, such as
Sand-Wax.,

When the three most valuable char-
scteristics=—pood condition, rarity and
elaborate graphics=—are found in one
tim, the owner has ample reason to feel
SMUg.

Hundreds of proad TOCA members
pack their collections—and very often
W-l&€ wccauns, srmiL TEEs

statemients all over the

tins, in berween pictures of healthy
childrem and robust maidens. Their
pills and tablets were consumied hun-
grily by people who wanted o avoid
seeing GoCiorns.

A M jor part ol the :.lp'p::-ﬂ ol tins is
pure nostalgia. Secrest bought his first
tin, a Log Cabin Syrup container,
because | remembered seeing them as
a kid. They're shaped like
cabins, and the spout was
the chimney.”

A tin, then, does not
have to be rare or expen-
sive for a collector to love
it It just has to serike a res-
onant — not tinny — chord in his or
hier b, ]

For more information abour tin col-
lecting and the TOCA, write o Clark
Secrest at Box 440101, Aurora, Cal-
orado B0044. A sample copy of Tin
Twpe is available for $1.




